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Causes of World War I

Britain France Russia Germany ItalyAustriaHungary

European countries built empires that were made of colonies

Colonies supplied raw materials and resources ($)

This led to competition among the countries because everyone 
wanted the same land!

Fear caused powers (major countries) to strengthen their 
armed forces and stockpile weapons

Powers also formed alliances to protect themselves

All this caused Europe to split into two hostile camps (two 
sides that did not like or trust each other)
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So, how could one assassination lead to allout world war?

Major conflicts don't just happen suddenly; rather, they build up 
over time and finally erupt.  Tension is usually present for quite 
some time before things "bubble over."  Consider the analogy of 
the pot of water on the stove.  Even though there is heat, the 
temperature of the water rises slowly and bubbles take a while 
to appear (boiling).  Gradually the heat increases until the 
boiling point is reached and the water is too hot to touch.

The same type of "slow boil" occurred in Europe in the early 
1900s.
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Imperialism:

One of the best ways for a country to increase its power and 
wealth was to establish colonies in other parts of the world.  
Colonies are areas of land (usually countries) that are ruled by 
another country.

If a country creates many colonies, it is said that they are 
building an empire (empire building = imperialism).  

Empire building is fine until another country is competing to 
control the same piece of land.  Tension develops between the 
two empire builders because neither wants to give up their 
goal.

There was a lot of tension in Europe in the early 1900s because 
countries like Britain, Germany, France and AustriaHungary 
were competing to build the biggest empire.
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Militarism

In order to protect their colonies, countries needed larger armed 
forces (especially navies).  Countries also built up larger militaries 
because of the increased tension between them that stemmed from 
empire building.

The belief that building military strength is a good way to solve 
problems is called "militarism."  You might know militaristic 
people who believe that violence is the best way to solve problems 
(i.e. the schoolyard bully).

If Country A knew that its enemy, Country B, was building up a 
strong military, how might Country A respond?

Militarism was very common in the European countries before 
1914.
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Nationalism

Nationalism is a feeling of pride for your country.  Generally, 
people do not like being told what to do by others, especially if 
they don't like each other.  Similarly, countries don't like it when 
other countries try to control them.

Archduke Franz Ferdinand's country (AustriaHungary) was 
trying to control Gavrilo Princip's country (Serbia).  Serbia also 
wanted to take control of Bosnia (Austrian province) because so 
many Serbian people lived there. Princip and the Black Hand 
terrorist group assassinated Ferdinand as an expression of their 
nationalism.

The AustroHungarians were a proud people and they declared 
war on Serbia in response.

Long term and short term
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Alliances

Everyone feels safer when they are surrounded by a group of 
friends or family.  Countries also want that safe feeling, so they 
create alliance agreements with other countries that they get 
along with.  If you attack one country, you are really attacking 
that country and its allies.

Europe was home to two alliance systems:

Triple Entente=Britain (and Canada), France, Russia

Triple Alliance=AustriaHungary, Germany, Italy

Having such large and powerful alliances created quite a bit of 
tension in Europe before 1914.

Long term
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So now we have the MAIN causes of WWI...

M=militarism
A=alliances
I=imperialism
N=nationalism

Each of them created a LOT of tension in Europe before 1914 so 
when Franz Ferdinand was shot, it was like throwing a lit 
match into a gasolinecovered pile of paper.
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So, here is how it went:

1. Ferdinand is shot and killed.
2. AustriaHungary declares war on Serbia.
3. Russia vows to protect Serbia and declares war on AH.
4. Germany stepped in to help AH.
5. France was allies with Russia, so they stepped in to help Russia 
and Serbia.
6. Germany declared war on France and planned to invade 
France through Belgium.
7. Belgium was neutral and Britain has sworn to protect her if she 
was ever invaded.
8. Germany invaded Belgium to get to France, and Britain 
declared war on Germany.
9. Because we were a British COLONY at the time, we also went 
to war against Germany and its allies.
10. Alliances managed to bring many countries into war!
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How the HECK do you remember all of this?

Simple...MAIN ASS

M militarism
A alliances
I imperialism
N  nationalism

A assassination
S Serbia
S Sarajevo
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